Renal Function: Guardian of Immune Homeostasis.
Microbial cell components from the intestinal microbiota spread systemically in a healthy host, posing the threat of inappropriate immune activation. In this issue of Immunity, Troha et al. identify a key role for renal function in the clearance of circulating Lys-type peptidoglycan, revealing a mechanism that keeps these inflammatory triggers in check to maintain systemic immune homeostasis.